
The Ecumenical Charismatic College for Bishops  

Welcome to the College for Bishops 

The Ecumenical Charismatic College for Bishops provides a community of formation and 

education for bishop elects, newly consecrated bishops, as well as already consecrated and active 

bishops within the Charismatic/Pentecostal traditions. The goal of the College is to assist them to 

better serve as leaders in God’s mission. This college is a program offered through the Institute 

for Paleo-Orthodox Christian Studies and is in partnership with several ecumenical Christian 

formational organizations.  

Our Mission 

The mission of the College for Bishops is to provide opportunities for education and formation 

that will strengthen bishops in their personal lives, as juridical/organizational leaders in God's 

mission and in their vocation to God as a community of bishops in service to the One, Holy, 

Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

 

Pedagogical Approach  

This College relies upon the expertise of various ecumenical Christian leaders and their shared 

ministerial experience as primary sources for identifying subjects needed to meet the demands of 

formation and education for bishops in each new generation. The College utilizes a standardized 

formational and pedagogical approach, relying upon a variety of historical, biblical, theological 

and ecclesial research sources in changing times and circumstances in order to contextualize 

formational content. As courses are developed, bishops and knowledgeable clergy and laity serve 

as instructors, depending upon the needed subject-matter and the expertise of the individual 

faculty members. 

This program serves as an introductory program and mainly meets online except for 2 five-day 

intensive weeks (January & June) where bishops will be joining students from the POCS 

Institute for further developmental courses. These intensives provide opportunities for bishops to 

gather in a community under the mentorship of qualified faculty, to reflect on the gifts, 

responsibilities and authority of the episcopate, and to acquire resources to lead and serve 

jurisdictions effectively and faithfully.   

The ancient responsibility of bishops for the formation and education of successor bishops dates 

from the time of Jesus who called, modeled, and trained for ministry the first Apostles. From that 

time forward, the bishops, as direct successors of the Apostles, have done for those who follow 

them.  This historic expression of Apostolic “succession” intends to safeguard the Church and its 

teachings, the very ministry to which bishops are called.  This responsibility is clarified in the 

ordination rite for bishops in the various books of prayer.   

 

 



Proposed Course Objectives & Course Curriculum: 

Of the Life and Work of a Bishop: Formation & Continuing Education 

 

(Section #1) History & Theology of the Episcopacy 

Course Description: 

This course will seek to enable those already formed within the sacrament of Holy Orders to  

develop a critical awareness of the developments of the Episcopacy from the socio-historical,  

biblical and theological perspectives. Objectives and skills to be developed, include, a proper  

cognitive grasp of the continual historical developments and spiritual needs for an ecclesial  

Episcopacy, the identifying and clarifying of the Episcopacy's Biblical and theological Motifs as  

seen through the lens of various Christian traditions and an understanding of Apostolic  

Succession as an agent of unity and ministerial continuation.  

 

Application Recommendation:  

This course calls for cognitive learning and can be delivered either in a classroom setting or  

taken by independent study. The teaching model for this course should be The Integrative  

Model which "is an instructional model designed to help students develop a deep understanding  

of organized bodies of knowledge while simultaneously practicing their critical-thinking skills." 

 It is the recommendation that each resource have a 3–5-page paper written with a final 10-page 

integration paper on the subject of the Episcopacy, Apostolic Succession or Leadership. 

 
(Section #2) Episcopal Philosophy & Practice: Living Out Our Vows 

 

Course Description: 

 

This course will introduce and develop the student’s ability to attain the general concepts of  

episcopal philosophy and practice. Students will be exposed to a systematic praxis by which they  

will adopt writing methods, leadership styles and other organizational concepts vital to the 

ministry of the episcopacy. In addition, students will journey through the various episcopal 

terminologies associated with ordination rubrics established by various Christian Traditions. A 

special interest will be given to what it means to live out one’s vows as a bishop in the Lord’s 

church. Key focus will be on but is not limited to: 

1. How do we live out our Vow’s both before God and before His Church? 

2. How does the concept of “Servant Leadership” play into our administrative and 

governing roles? 

    

 

Application Recommendation:  

 

This course calls for cognitive learning and can be delivered either in a classroom setting or  

taken by independent study, although the commission does recommend a more "hands on  



approach" by the teacher or mentor teaching the course. The teaching model for this course  

should be The Concept Attainment Model which "is a teaching model designed to help  

students elaborate and reinforce their understanding of concepts and practice critical  

thinking." It is the recommendation that each resource have a 3-5 page paper written with a final 

Ministerial Journal project which formulates episcopal letters such as missives etc, and a final 5–

7-page paper on their Philosophy of The Episcopacy 

 

(Section #3) The Episcopacy, Ecclesiology & Ecumenism 

Course Description:  

This course will attempt to weld together the ecclesial and ecumenism concepts of the  

episcopacy as the “particular” within the “universal.” Students are asked to pay close attention to 

the role of the episcopacy within the various themes of the church as The People of God, The 

Body of Christ etc. This course will also explore how the episcopacy within historic apostolic  

succession can aid in uniting Christian traditions towards the miracle of Christian unity. This 

course looks to answer the questions 

1. What kind of bishop are you? 

2. How do we engage with other Christian leaders outside of our particular traditions?  

 

Application Recommendation:  

This course calls for cognitive and affective learning and can be delivered either in a classroom  

setting or taken by independent study, although the commission does recommend that the student  

be encouraged to research other Christian traditions regarding the study. The teaching model  

for this course should be The Concept Attainment Model which "is a teaching model designed  

to help students of all ages elaborate and reinforce their understanding of concepts and practice 

critical thinking." It is the recommendation that each resource have a 3–5-page paper written 

with a final 5–7-page Integrative Paper on the Bishop's work within another Christian tradition. 

This final paper should be written after personally visiting with or participating in either a 

liturgical service, rite or sacrament, tying together similarities and contrast which unites or divide 

the various Christian traditions. 

 

 

(Section #4) The Episcopacy In Action 

 

Course Description: 

 

This course will develop the student’s ability to memorize and internalize the various rites and  

rubrics which come along with the sacramental and liturgical life of the bishop. Special attention  

will be given to episcopal polity and formation as it relates to gestures, the Christian Calendar  

year and the lectionary.  

  

Application Recommendation:  

This course calls for cognitive and psychomotor learning and can be delivered either in a  



classroom setting or taken by independent study with supervision and follow up, although it is 

recommended that the teacher or mentor take a greater role in aiding the student through the 

various rites and rubrics. The teaching model for this course should be The Direct Instruction 

Model which "is a teaching model that uses teacher demonstration and explanation combined 

with student practice and feedback to help learners acquire well-defined knowledge and skills 

needed." Here, mentors or teachers must consider vital procedural skills. It is the 

recommendation that each student write design a contextual liturgical program for use within 

their own ministry. This program should include a liturgical program for a normal Weekly 

Eucharistic celebration, A liturgical program for ordination of deacons and priests, a liturgical 

program for the rite of baptism, etc... Students should also provide a video recording of a 

celebrated Mass. 
 


